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were liable to be discharged. The Master showed honour
to the fortunate persons in appreciation of the rare
opportunities which his beloved Lord conferred on them
for rendering valuable services to His creatures and always
tried to rouse in them a dynamic consciousness of the
responsibilities inherently associated with their possessions.

But he generally avoided the company of rich men
who were proud of their riches, and whose energies were
spent up in the worship of wealth and honour and pleasure.
He pitied those who forgot the spiritual ideal of human
life and employed their wisdom and power in the futile
attempt to satisfy their economic and hedonistic ambitions.
Wealth, learning, power, prestige, etc., were, he taught,
of little worth, unless they were subservient to the spiritual
ideal, unless they were dedicated to the service of God
and the service of His creatures. They were positive
nuisance, if they made men forget the loving and beautiful
and blissful Lord of their souls, the eternal Fountain of all
knowledge, power, prosperity and happiness. Verily, he
would say, the company of such soul-forgetful worshippers
of earthly fortune was the most dreadful poison to the
sincere worshippers of Spiritual Bliss.

According to the Master, the company of the poor
and the distressed was preferable to that of the rich and
the happy, inasmuch as it roused the nobler feelings of
sympathy and benevolence and made the heart humble
before the Lord. The poor had free access to his Asrama
and had the first claim upon the Prasad of the Lord. The
Master had no earthly source of income nor did he ever
look to any human agency for monetary help. He wholly
relied on the Lord for the maintenance of himself and his
dependants. It was the Lord who sent him the requisite
money through diverse channels. It was his principle
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